had taken that dress off and put it on the floor, it would have stood up and walked off by itself. One could hardly expect the wearer of these clothes to be a "regular fellow," and in truth she was She was very slow in grasping the problem. I had to help her the first two times. Then she did it twice by herself. When she returned three days later, she asked for the cylinders as soon as she saw them, and did them in 2 minutes, which was a minute faster than her best the time before. But even after a great deal of practice, she still used the trial and error method, as she had at first. She was never able to do it faster than 1 minute 30 seconds and this score occurred only once. After this I went back to more simple tests, and Marie did the three-disc formboard in 4 seconds the first trial. She did the buttonhole rack in 55 seconds and improved to 3(5 seconds the second t ime. This was evidently material with which she was quite familiar. She delighted in stringing beads, and knew her colors by name. I tried the Youg Maze A, and found she had no understanding of the problem. She took longer each successive time, and seemed to become more puzzled the oftener she did it.
In the meantime I had attempted to teach her some numbers. She had in all probability heard some numbers at home, but she could not count 1, 2, 3, nor associate them. If I asked her to hand me six blocks, I received three. In the month that I had her I was never able to teach her more than 1, 2, 3, 4. It seemed that everything past 3 was beyond her. She stretched her retention to 4, but she could associate no more.
I had much better success with spelling. Here there could be numerous groups of three. I was able to teach her "hot" and "boy". She knew the letters, at least as they appeared in the words. But if I showed her "t" anywhere else, she would call it "h" or "hot". However, she could write them on the board and associate them. She also knew the big wooden letters. The big difficulty here lay in the fact that she did not yet know how to pronounce her letters. "S" was pronounced "yes". I worked over that every time. I tried every resource possible, and at the end of the teaching, she said "yes" foil's" as confidently as she had the first time. Marie fatigued so quickly. It was impossible to drill her for any length of time. As a matter of fact, if you asked her the same question twice in succession, she invariably answered it wrongly the second time. She showed a profound lack of discrimination and distribution of attention. This was to be expected from the memory span. Her best quality was her retentivity, which was very enduring after she had once grasped the idea.
As was before mentioned, her language was poor. She could answer you in disconnected sentences, but most of the time she just shook her head "yes" or "no". For the first few daj^s she answered "yes" to everything. No She was a school teacher before she was married.
Luckily for Marie, she has a home and parents who are greatly interested in her. She will not be at the mere}' of society. Neither will she be a drain upon it, although she will never be able < o fill her place as a normal individual.
